Abstract: Bacidia pycnidiata Czarnota & Coppins (Ramalinaceae) is reported for the first time for European Russia from a single locality in the Republic of Mordovia. Description of the locality, ecology, and general distribution are presented.
INTRODUCTION

Bacidia pycnidiata
was recently described from the Czech Republic and Poland (Czarnota & Coppins, 2006) , and it was characterized then by Central European distribution. However, almost immediately, B. pycnidiata was reported from several other countries -Estonia (Suija et al., 2007) , Belgium (Ertz et al., 2008) , Finland (Pykälä, 2008) , and Lithuania (Motiejūnaitė et al., 2011) ; it was also found in central Poland (Łubek, 2009, 2012) , and additionally in the Czech Republic (Vondrák et al., 2010) . The recent records from Ukraine (Dymytrova, 2013) , North Caucasus (Urbanavichus & Urbanavichene, 2013) and current finding in Mordovia significantly expand the boundaries of the known distribution of this taxon (Fig. 1) .
Bacidia pycnidiata has characteristic flaskshaped whitish or cream pycnidia ( Fig. 2 ) with long and ostiolar necks (Czarnota & Coppins, 2006) . In Central Europe Bacidia pycnidiata showed preference for moderately shaded, oldgrowth or undisturbed broad-leaved forests, where it grows on mossy bark of deciduous trees, and very rarely on mossy soil or limestone.
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
For the first time for European Russia, Bacidia pycnidiata was found in the Mordovskii Reserve, the north-western Republic of Mordovia. The republic is located in the eastern part of the East European Plain of Russia. The north-western part of the republic is situated in the Oka Don Plain. The Mordovskii Reserve is located on the right bank of the river Moksha. Vegetation includes mixed coniferous-deciduous, pine and broadleaved forests. Climate of the study area is moderately continental with the annual precipitation around 550-700 mm. The tree was in old forest and at shady site. Thus, B. pycnidiata seems to be dependent on old trees in rather a stable, humid forest with closed canopy. Caucasian specimen of Bacidia pycnidiata (Urbanavichus & Urbanavichene, 2013 ) was recorded as lichenicolous on thallus of Nephroma parile (Ach.) Ach., on an old, mossy trunk of Acer pseudoplatanus L., in mixed coniferous-deciduous forest near Azishsky pass (Lagonaki Highland, NW Caucasus).
In Russia (in Mordovia as well as in Caucasus), B. pycnidiata has been found only in oldgrowth forests, on wet mosses or/and epiphytic thalli of macrolichens. Apparently, the ability of mosses or thalli of macrolichens to maintain humidity facilitates the development of B. pycnidiata. We suggest that Bacidia pycnidiata distribution and characteristics of habitats are associated with zonal and mountainous mesophytic (with tendency to hygrophytic) broadleaved and mixed forests. The same has been shown for many nemoral herbaceous plants and mosses, which distributions coincide with the areas of broad-leaved and mixed forests (Kurnaev, 1968: 342) .
Similar habitat requirements of B. pycnidiata have been recorded by Dymytrova (2013) from the central part of Ukraine. An oak, ash and oak-alder forests surrounded by wetlands in "Lisnyky" Botanical Preserve (Kiev area), are essential for maintenance of lichen biodiversity (Dymytrova, 2013) . Czarnota et al. (2014) characterized Bacidia pycnidiata as an occasional lichenicolous species on thallus of Peltigera didactyla (With.) J. R. Laundon with a large ecological plasticity and synanthropic tendency. 
